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PIAM BROWN NEWS

Welcome to the Piam Brown Ward newsletter where we try to share 
our gratitude to those who support our families as well as letting you 
know what is happening on the ward.

Halloween There were
no ghouls or ghosties on the 
ward but plenty of cakes, 
sweets and other snacks 
with bazaar scary names
at our Halloween party, 
generously sponsored

by our friends at Co-op
in Bitterne. 

Christmas We have had a very busy 
Christmas period with visits from Disney 
characters and sports personalities, a super 
pamper evening for the parents and lots of 
chocolates and presents for the children. 

Our annual party, so generously hosted
by The Concorde Club, was a tremendous 
success. Crazy M enthralled both young
and old, the music and party games were 
tremendous and of course we were visited by 
Father Christmas who gave out presents to the 
children. The Co-op in Bitterne once again 
provided much of the party food. We are so 
grateful to Yvonne and her team at Co-op 
who have been tremendously supportive of
PB for the last 10 years.

Recent outings and events



Very special day trips were organised for 
families to visit either Paulton’s Park Christmas 
Attraction (generously donated by the directors of 
Paulton’s Park) or Marwell’s Christmas Experience 
(sponsored by The Darren King Memorial Fund, the 
Bradford family and Concept Building Services). 

Both of these offered families a magical Christmas 
Grotto experience, which were thoroughly enjoyed by 
all who attended. The pantomime at The Mayflower 
was Aladdin this year, sponsored by Sophie’s Appeal 
and Lucy’s Days Out enjoyed by 29 families. 
Otterbourne Village Hall committee donated 20 
tickets for our families for their delightful performance 

Christmas is a time for giving and PB continues to be very well supported by 
exceptionally thoughtful individuals and organisations. We cannot mention everyone but 
grateful thanks go to all the following for their tremendous generosity:

Hounsdown school presented PB with the most astonishing pile of over 130 chocolate selection 
boxes and about 150 craft sets. Wow that kept all the children busy!

The following families and individuals brought in such a fine selection of gifts that every child 
who came to the ward through the festive season was given a super gift and chocolate box 
-: the Chowdhury Matthews family, the Honeysett Beale family, the Judge family, the 
Knox family, Mr Musselwhite, the Radford family, the Razzaq family, the Roberts family 
and the Treagus family.

The following organisations donated so 
generously -: Ageas Bowl, Boots, 
Hedgehogs, Helistrat, HMS Daring, 
Joe Glover Trust supporters, the 
Nuance Group, Old Mutual Wealth, 
Teddy 20, Tiger Communications, 
Trant Engineering and the 
Wellspring Charity.

A fun day out at Marwell Wildlife

Fun days out



Pancake Day
Shove Tuesday was celebrated on the 
ward with a mountain of pancakes, lemon, 
sugar, chocolate and toffee sauce, 
strawberries, bananas and maple syrup in 
any combination! It was great to see so 
many smiling faces, clean plates and full 
bellies. As this newsletter is being prepared 
we are all looking forward to the first signs 
of spring and the lead up to Easter.

Football
Our young football fans continue to enjoy 
matches through the season at the Saints 
stadium, courtesy of the PB charity fund, 
Wessex Cancer Trust and U Support. Here is 
what Timmy’s mum said: “We just wanted to 
say thank you so much for making Timmy’s 
dream come true today watching Saints, he 
absolutely loved it. He was so excited I thought 
he might burst! He was proudly wearing his number 7 
shirt. Thank you sooooooooo much.”

 

Our Projects
The End of
Treatment Bell
Patients are now able to ring 
the End of Treatment bell, a hugely 
significant milestone to strive towards. This is now 
situated just inside the 
ward on the right hand 
side. Ben Bryson was 
the first patient to strike 
the impressive brass 
bell. Congratulations 
Ben. You can see this 
on facebook at ‘End
of Treatment Bells UK’. 
We have had lots of 
great feedback from the 
families who have used
it and lots of excitement 
from those who hope
to use it in the future.



Trips and Events

Red Bull Racing
A one-off trip was organised to the Red Bull factory in 
Milton Keynes. The working F1 factory is not open to the 
public, but seven lucky families were guided around to see 
the inner workings of Formula 1 vehicles.

Joe Glover
Trust Trips
The Joe Glover Trust organised 
a theatre trip to Stomp at The 
Mayflower, which was a great 
success with a social meal 
followed by foot tapping 
rhythms and lots of noisy 
drumming. In addition the Joe 
Glover Trust also arranged a 
tremendous day at the Calshot 
Activity Centre, where our 
young people enjoyed ringoes, 
rock climbing and high ropes 
amongst other activities. 

Skiing Trip
At the time of writing, a group
of 12 post treatment young 
people are preparing themselves 
for a trip of a lifetime skiing in
the Aosta Valley, Italian Alps
with Caring Cancer Trust.
The trip is organised to help
the young people regain their 
self-confidence and re-ignite their passion for life after 
the trauma caused by their illness and lengthy 
debilitating treatment. The Caring Cancer Trust is also 
organising a creative trip to Jersey in the summer half 
term. Please do let Rachel know if you are interested.

Sophie’s Appeal 
Pamper Nights
Before Christmas we trialled a 
parents pamper evening, which 
has now turned into a monthly 
event on a Friday evening. 
Sophie’s Appeal has brought 
together a group of registered 
beauty therapists to provide a 
little “me time” for parents on 
the ward. So far our parents 
have enjoyed the relaxing 
effects of Tropical facial 
treatments, Indian Head 
Massage, reiki and 
nail art.



Film and Pizza Night
It is with huge gratitude that we 
continue to enjoy our monthly 
film and pizza night courtesy
of Dominos Pizza. Dominos 
donate 10 huge pizzas each 
month with a variety of 
toppings for the patients and families to enjoy
while watching a recent DVD release chosen
by our play team.

We have now enjoyed these tremendous
evenings for over a year! This highly anticipated 
evening provides a welcome change in
atmosphere on the ward and a thoroughly 
enjoyable evening.

Foodie Fridays
Decorating Pizzas Together
In January we started running food and cooking play 
sessions on a Friday afternoon.



We were supported through 
the summer by the National 
Citizenship Service, who 
also gave their time to child 
health and other hospital 
departments. Through their 
activities the NCS donated over 
£2,700 to PB. We hope to be 
involved in some way in their 
ambassador programme this 
summer.

We are all so grateful for all of our supporters. 

 
 

Katie G has supported charities 
over the years and recently gave up 
her hair in memory of her daughter 
Olivia, who had been cared for 
on PB between 2004 and 2007. 
Katie said it was a very emotional 
day and very strange not to have 
long hair. Katie was able to donate 
£1,600.

Our Supporters
Every donation makes a huge difference on our ward, no matter how big or 
small. Grateful thanks go to all our contributors. 

The Rotary community 
are an amazing organisation 
in their charitable support. 
Southampton West have 
once again supported PB 
through their Christmas Eve 
collection and presented 
£1,000.

Bitterne Park School have 

supported PB for several years, 

last autumn an enthusiastic group 

took part in the Great South Run 

and raised £2,123 including gift aid 

which was presented to the ward. 

This year they 

are taking on 

the 3 peaks 

challenge!

 

Unique Plumbing Services have 
a long history of supporting the ward 
through their Charity Golf Days. This 
year we were presented with £1,764, 
so thank you to the Khiara family for 
your continued support.your continued support.

Coopervision in Fareham have 

chosen to support PB for the last three 

years, raising over £25,000 in total, and 

have just committed to a further year. 

Their total for 2015 was £8,000 Thank 

you all so much.

Paul felt very emotional as he 
presented this cheque for £10,000 
raised through a variety of events in 
support of Katie Lily. Paul organised 
a darts marathon, a curry night, 
and an auction, amongst other 
events. 

Colleagues at 
Southern Electric were inspired by a colleagues’ family experience and 

collected £3,300.

 

We are grateful to HSBC Global Asset Management in 
Southampton who have held cake sales and dress down days through the year and donated £1,000.

 
 Simon from 

Defence 
CBRN 
centre held 
a fundraising 
evening “be 
bald be 
brave”! 



Piam Brown Ward was first opened 
twenty five years ago on 1st June 1991 
by Her Royal Highness The Duchess 
of York. Apart from the play room and the 
teenagers room which were refurbished in 
November 2014, very little has changed 
since 1991.

Piam Brown Ward was originally built as a 
specialist children’s oncology unit, a huge 
improvement from oncology patients being 
treated on general children’s wards. The unit 
has grown in both catchment and expertise 
over the years. While the care provided by 
our dedicated team is first class, the ward 
itself is facing some significant maintenance 
issues which can no longer be managed 
without closing the ward.

The good news is that the Trust, with 
significant charity support, have accepted 
this as an opportunity to refurbish the whole 
ward and make it fit for purpose. We are all 
thrilled with the prospect of working within an 

Refurbishment of the Ward
We are about to face some unavoidable disruption to Piam Brown 
Ward in the very near future. In the last newsletter we stated that we had hoped 
to see the ward kitchens upgraded last summer but sadly this had to be put on hold 
due to a combination of factors. We are delighted to announce that not only the kitchen 
but the whole ward is to be refurbished. Specific donations received for the kitchen 
upgrade will be put towards the refurbishment.

environment which offers up to date facilities 
and better privacy for our patients. You will all 
be pleased to hear that the four bedded bay 
will no longer exist after the refurbishment.

The plan is that we leave the current ward at 
the beginning of April. Due to the extremely 
limited space available in the hospital, it has
not been possible to keep the ward, day
ward and clinic activities within the same area.
The ward and day care will move to Paediatric 
Medical Unit on G level and clinics will be held 
in Oral Maxilo Facial Unit, C level.  Although this 
is not ideal, our senior team are working hard to 
ensure as seamless a service as possible under 
the circumstances.  

Please be assured that the quality of care 
will remain our utmost priority and every 
member of the Piam Brown Team will 
endeavour to make the transition as smooth 
as possible. We will keep you updated.

Piam Brown opening in 1991

Piam Brown 
Ward
pre-refurb

Piam Brown 
Ward Kitchen

pre-refurb

We are all so grateful for all of our supporters. 



Rachel Funnell, Charity Fund and Event Coordinator,
Piam Brown Ward, Mail Point 39, Southampton General Hospital,

Tremona Road, Southampton, SO16 6YD
Direct line: 023 8120 6894 

Email rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.uk

Have we got your email address? Please email with any thoughts about the newsletter or 
ideas for events in your area to rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.uk. We are keen to enable equal 

access to trips, so please give us your ideas.

Please ensure that you have given permission to be contacted for events, email Rachel 
on rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.uk. 

Email rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.uk

Dates for the diary
Mad Hatters Tea Party  Sunday 13 March 

A day out with Thomas  Friday 25 March -  
 Sunday 3 April

Fire Engine trip and raffle Saturday 23 April 

Circus Starr  Wednesday 25 May

Mary Poppins  Tuesday 7 June

Party on the Water  June tbc

Avon Tyrrell weekend  Friday 15th - 
 Sunday 17th July 

A super day out at legoland

Hampshire cricketers came to spend time 
with the children on the lead up to Christmas




