
Children’s Emergency & 
Trauma Department 
Appeal

Southampton Hospital Charity

Sponsorship & Naming Opportunities



Children’s Emergency & 
Trauma Department 
Appeal

Southampton Hospital Charity 

Southampton Children’s Charity is part of Southampton Hospital Charity



Raising £2 million to build a dedicated and world-
class Children’s Emergency and Trauma Department 
at University Hospital Southampton serving central 
southern England and the Channel Islands.

University Hospital Southampton 
Children’s Hospital 
Southampton Children’s Hospital is one of the 
UK’s leading children’s hospitals with some of 
the highest quality children’s services and best 
outcomes in the UK. It currently operates from 
within University Hospital Southampton’s (UHS) 
general hospital building.

The delivery of a brand new, purpose built 
Children’s Emergency and Trauma Department is 
the first step towards building a bespoke Children’s 
Hospital here in Southampton: a groundbreaking 
ambition that will have a monumental impact 
nationwide.

Vision for
Summer 2018

The overall £4.8 million cost 
of the development will 
enable us to create a safe 
and specialised place for 
children to receive the very 
best care and attention, 
allowing us to continue saving 
lives in the highest quality 
environment.
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There is no doubt that the clinical work carried 
out in children’s care within UHS is exceptional. 
However, the physical space to carry out these vital 
treatments is extremely limited and inadequate 
to service the high level of paediatric admissions 
for both emergency and trauma: every year we 
see a 2 – 5 % increase in paediatric activity, with 
approximately 25,000 children seen in 2014/2015. 
There simply isn’t an appropriate space to keep 
both our young patients and their families 
comfortable and at ease or to facilitate quick and 
seamless delivery of care.

For example, a serious problem we find ourselves 
faced with is the distance between the acute 
assessment unit and the short stay unit: these 
coinciding departments are currently four floors 
apart with a distance of 116 metres (excluding 
the lift journey) meaning that children who 
require even just a short period of observation 
must be admitted to hospital. Families often 
find themselves repeating the same lengthy 
information when being moved from acute 
assessment to short stay, as well as facing the same 
procedures in both departments. In addition, short 
stay has not been refurbished since the 1980s 
and acute assessment was previously built as an 
adult minor injuries ward. This results in disjointed 
treatment in an unsuitable environment which can 
be confusing, nerve-racking and time consuming. 

The Current 
Challenge



A smooth system of 
care is vital to keep 
children at ease and 
ensure that time is 
never wasted and 
always used effectively: 
this will not only cut 
waiting times but also 
costs.

We don’t currently have an area that is suitable 
and secure for children with mental health 
issues. There’s also a general lack of child-specific 
treatment space (resulting in the need to share 
adult space, for example in x-ray) and an overall 
insufficient standard across the whole department 
in terms of keeping our patients comfortable, calm 
and with adequate dignity and privacy.



The new Children’s Emergency and 
Trauma Department (combining the 
emergency and trauma services and 
the assessment unit) will be spread 
across 1,391m² and is expected to see 
30,000+ children a year. The department 
will look after children’s emergencies 
from: Hampshire, Isle of Wight, Dorset, 
Devon, Wiltshire, Berkshire, West Sussex, 
Channel Islands and Oxfordshire.

The
Solution

What will £2 million 
help to create?

The much-needed build will create:

• A new acute assessment area delivering over 
twice the capacity of the current provision.

• A co-located short stay unit.

• A bespoke children’s emergency x-ray, 
including a c-arm portable x-ray machine to 
allow manipulation of fractures.

• A large, dedicated children’s waiting room, 
reception and triage.

• A separate observed treatment area.

• A children’s procedural sedation room, 
eliminating the need for those needing 
sedation to be treated in the adult 
resuscitation room.
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Ultimately every unit, member of staff and piece 
of equipment will work together to create a 
more efficient patient pathway to fulfil our most 
important purposes: to identify sicker patients 
sooner, to provide a superb level of care and to 
save lives.

“The new department will offer an improved 
layout and space for assessment and treatment, 
as well as up-to-date monitoring and 
equipment, and a welcoming environment to 
optimise the experience for patients and their 
families. It will also offer a well thought-out 
and pleasant place of work for staff. Through 
the development of this unit, we can deliver 
prompt, seamless care, enabling families to 
get home as soon as they are able, and reduce 
the need to transfer into the main hospital for 
selected groups. This really will transform the 
care and experience for our patients and their 
families and both the team and I are really 
looking forward to making this happen in the 
near future!”

Helen Rutkowska

Lead Clinician for the Paediatric Assessment Unit.
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The new Children’s Emergency and Trauma 
Department will be an innovation in emergency 
care and one of only a dozen trauma centres in 
the UK. This facility will see over 30,000 children 
and their families each year and not only benefit 
children across the South Coast, but also support 
hospitals in regions who cannot provide the same 
level of care for trauma incidents across the whole 
of Wessex.

You can play an integral role in bringing this 
service to those who need it the most by making 
a substantial investment and leaving a long-term 
legacy. By naming a part of the new department 
you will be demonstrating your personal or 
corporate commitment to the evolution in 
emergency medicine delivered to our next 
generation.

*Estimated values at time of print
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The new department has been designed around the needs of the child and complies fully with the 
National Standards for Children and Young People in Emergency Care settings. It has been tested 
with a live simulation event and modified according to feedback obtained. It will be the main point of 
access to the Southampton Children’s Hospital.
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The new Children’s Emergency 
and Trauma Department

£2 million

Reception, triage and 
waiting room

Children’s emergency x-ray

 Procedural sedation room

Acute assessment unit

Observed treatment area

Short stay unit



Acute assessment unit

£713,000
A substantially larger space with over twice the 
capacity of the current environment. The unit will 
include modern glass fronted and soundproof 
bays as well as two isolation bays (with en-suite 
facilities) and a mental health safe room ensuring 
complete privacy for children in crisis.
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Short stay unit

£764,000
The current short stay unit is located four floors above the 
acute assessment unit: this means that patients requiring 
observation even for just a short period must be admitted 
to hospital. The new unit will be located within the 
emergency and trauma department, just a corridor away 
from the acute assessment unit: this will avoid unnecessary 
repetition and save time and stress. Bays will be twice as big 
and it will include two isolation rooms with en-suite.
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2.

If you would like to 
fund both the acute 
assessment unit and 
the short stay unit 
the gift requirement 
will be £1.477 
million.



Children’s 
emergency x-ray 

£290,000
A dedicated environment for children needing 
x-ray rather than having to share the adult space: 
this will lead to quicker access and privacy. The 
room will feature a c-arm portable x-ray machine 
to allow manipulation of fractures, with specialised 
equipment and staff to minimise irradiation dose 
and focus around the needs of the child.

*Estimated values at time of print
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Reception, triage and 
waiting room

£250,000
This will create a spacious, calming and child-friendly environment 
to ease the patient’s nerves from the point of entry. There will be 
a dedicated triage nurse rather than one shared with the adult 
department, as well as a children’s clinical initiative nurse who will be 
able to commence patient care upon arrival, improving quality and 
efficiency of care. There will also be an emergency nurse practitioner 
room to deliver rapid assessment and treatment of minor injuries and 
illnesses.

4.
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Observed  
treatment area

£92,000
The current observed treatment area reaches 
capacity at three children and is located next to 
the only WC in the acute assessment unit. The 
new space will have room for 10 chairs with a 
significantly larger play space and will be situated 
outside of the acute assessment area whilst still 
being directly visible to staff.

*Estimated values at time of print
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In return for your commitment we will ensure 
that we work closely with you so that you receive 
the full benefits of supporting the appeal on this 
level. Whether you are looking for publicity and 
branding or hospitality and first refusal we will 
tailor your investment package to best meet your 
requirements.
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www.southamptonhospitalcharity.org
To find out more or to make a donation,  
please contact the charity office:

+44 (0) 23 8120 8881
charity@uhs.nhs.uk
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Southampton Hospital Charity helps to enhance the care 
and treatment of patients, working with our partners to 
raise funds and provide financial support to areas of the 
hospital service that lie beyond the scope of NHS funding.
 

We do this to ensure:
• Patients receive outstanding care

• Patients and their families receive dedicated support services

• That the hospital continues to develop into a more comfortable and welcoming 
environment for patients, their families and staff

• That the hospital continues to operate at the leading edge of clinical care and treatment 
in the UK, through our association with University Hospital Southampton and investment 
in advanced treatment, technologies and expertise.


