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in the future

Leaving a gift in your will 
to your local hospital



  Your footprint in the future

“It’s an inspiring thought that by remembering Southampton Hospital Charity 
in your will, you can make a difference to the lives of future generations.”
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Once you’ve looked after your family and friends, please 
consider remembering Southampton Hospital Charity in 
your will. 

You don’t have to be wealthy to leave a worthwhile gift. Any 
gift, of whatever size, is precious to Southampton Hospital 
Charity - it really will make a difference. 

We rely entirely upon the generosity of people like you to 
enable us to enhance facilities for patients in the care of 
Southampton General Hospital, the Princess Anne Hospital 
and in outreach services, so that the very best care can be 
provided for all.

Your gift will be a lasting legacy, your footprint in the future…

Thank you.

The ultimate gift



You may wish your gift to be used in the area of greatest 
need. In which case please consider leaving a general legacy.  
Alternatively, you may wish to specify a particular ward, 
department or charitable appeal. Please contact the charity 
office for the specific wording to be used in your will.

Where your gift will be used
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Why make a will? 

Who knows what the future holds? By making a will you are 
ensuring that your family, friends and your favourite charitable 
causes get what you want from your estate. If you die without 
making a will then you have no control over where your estate 
goes after your death. Your precious gifts may be lost. 

By including Southampton Hospital Charity in your will you 
could also save your dependents a considerable tax bill. 

Gifts in wills are made to the charity before inheritance tax is 
calculated. If a gift reduces the value of your estate to below 
the threshold set by the government, it should no longer be 
liable for any inheritance tax. 

This means many people can make a huge difference to the 
projects Southampton Hospital Charity funds with less of an 
effect on the value of what they leave to their friends, family 
and other causes.

There are considerations which could affect your level of 
inheritance tax, so you should consult your solicitor or 
financial adviser. 
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Valuable insights into breast cancer treatment are being made 
at University Hospital Southampton NHS Foundation Trust 
thanks to a generous legacy gift.

Led by consultant surgeon David Rew with the hospital’s 
information technology team, a new breast cancer data system 
is being developed which holds over 12,000 patient records, 
mapping over 30 years follow-up of valuable insights.

The system plots a wide range of events in each patient’s care, 
along with detailed information about types of disease, forms 
of treatment and ultimate outcome. 

Mr Rew said: “Clinical data can be a powerful tool for bringing 
about beneficial changes in cancer care.”

“Generous gifts to the hospital are the difference in allowing 
groundbreaking projects to proceed and in turning original ideas 
into valuable insights.”

Legacy gift funds groundbreaking 
breast cancer project



  Your footprint in the future6

There are different ways in which you can leave a gift to 
Southampton Hospital Charity in your will. 

If you are not sure which type of legacy to leave then please 
consider a residuary legacy.

Residuary legacies retain their value because they follow 
inflation and are based on a portion of your estate rather than 
a set amount of money.

The wording for a residuary gift:

“Subject to the payment of my debts, funeral and 
testamentary expenses, I give the whole of / _____%
of my estate not otherwise disposed of by this my will 
to Southampton Hospital Charity (Charity registration 
number 1051543) of Southampton General Hospital, 
Tremona Road, Southampton, SO16 6YD for their 
general purpose and I declare that the receipt of its 
treasurer or the proper officer for the time being of 
Southampton Hospital Charity shall be a complete 
discharge to my executors.”

Types of gifts 

The other types of legacy include: 

Pecuniary legacy 
A gift of a specific sum of money. The value of these types of 
legacy may decrease over time as the cost of living increases.

The wording for a pecuniary gift: 

“I give free of tax to Southampton Hospital 
Charity (Charity registration number 1051543) of 
Southampton General Hospital, Tremona Road, 
Southampton, SO16 6YD, the sum of _____ for their 
general purpose and I declare that the receipt of its 
treasurer or the proper officer for the time being of 
Southampton Hospital Charity shall be a complete 
discharge to my executors.”

Specific legacy 
A specific legacy consists of an item of personal property, 
assets or shares which could be sold to benefit the charity. 

Contingent legacy
If all beneficiaries named in your will die before you do you may 
wish to leave a ‘contingent legacy’  to charitable causes.
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“Your gift will make such a difference to future generations. Thanks to 
a £48,000 legacy gift, ophthalmology services have been improved with 
the purchase of a state of the art eye scanner and IT system.”
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“We will never forget the wonderful work you 
do and the happy welcome shown by everyone.”

Once you’ve decided to draw up your will, the process is 
simple. If this is your first will, we recommend you use a 
solicitor or a professional will writer to have it drafted.

1.  Make a list of your assets
2.  Make a list of your debts
3.  Decide who you want to benefit
4.  Make an appointment with your solicitor
5.  Get the wording right 
6.  Let us know so we can thank you and keep you informed 
7.  Keep your will up to date

Remember, we’re here every step of the way, so please contact us 
for more information and guidance.

Your step-by-step guide
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Codicil form 

(Please place this form with your will. Please do 
not staple or clip it to your will as any marks may 
delay probate)

Thank you for considering leaving a gift to 
Southampton Hospital Charity.

If you have already made your will, it is very 
simple to amend it. You do not need to write 
another, you can just add this amendment 
(codicil) to your existing one.

Please complete this form and send one copy 
to your solicitor and another copy to your 
executor or a trusted friend with a note of 
where the original is kept:

Declare this to be a codicil to my last will dated               /            /            .

In addition to any legacies given in my said will I give to Southampton 

Hospital Charity (Charity registration number 1051543) of Southampton 

General Hospital, Tremona Road, Southampton, SO16 6YD, 

                   % of my estate or the sum of  £                            , and/or  

    (a specific item) to be used for 

their general purpose and I declare that the receipt of the treasurer or 

duly authorised officer shall be a full and sufficient discharge. In all other 

respects I confirm my said will and all other codicils thereto.

Postcode

of

Signed

CONTINUES NEXT PAGE...

I (name)

-  adding a legacy gift to Southampton Hospital Charity in your existing will

“We will never forget the wonderful work you 
do and the happy welcome shown by everyone.”

Date
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If you would like to also inform us that you have kindly included 
the charity in your will, please send a copy of this form to: 

Southampton Hospital Charity
FREEPOST RRUA-CSKX-JUBZ 
Mailpoint 135
Southampton General Hospital
Tremona Road
Southampton
SO16 6YD

Address Address

Occupation Occupation

Postcode Postcode

Name Name

Signature Signature

Signed by the above named in our presence and witnessed by us in the presence of him/her and each other. 

Witnessed by:
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Administrators: The people (often family members) who will 
have to sort out your affairs if you don’t make a will. If you have 
made a will, your administrators are known as executors. 

Beneficiary: A person, or an organisation, to which you have 
left a gift in your will.

Bequest: A gift you leave in your will to a person or 
organisation. There are different types of bequests. The most 
common bequests are: residuary bequest, pecuniary bequest, 
specific bequest and contingent bequest. 

Codicil: Any change or addition that you make to your will. 

Estate: The total sum of your possessions, property and money 
left at your death after debts have been paid.

Executor: Person(s) appointed by you to ensure the wishes in 
your will are carried out.

Gift over: Refers to the people or charities your estate goes to 
should the relations or friends you have specified in your will 
die before they can inherit from you. 

Inheritance tax: After your death, a percentage set by the 
government is paid on the proportion of your estate that is 
over a certain threshold. The value of this threshold can vary 
every tax year. Please note that all gifts in your will to charity 
are free from inheritance tax

Intestate: The term used for a person who dies without having 
a will. Under the Rules of Intestacy, if you die without a will 
certain relations are entitled to apply for your estate. If you do 
not have any surviving blood relations, the state will apply for 
your estate. 

Legacy: Any gift you leave in your will to a person or 
organisation.

Legator (also referred to as ‘testator’): A person who has 
made a will.

Life interest: The right of a beneficiary to benefit from part 
or all of your estate for their lifetime. For example, in your will 
you give a relative/friend the right to live in a property for their 
lifetime.

Probate: Official proof that a will is valid. After your death, 
your executors must apply for probate if your estate is over a 
threshold set by the government. After probate is granted, your 
executors will have the authority to administer your will and 
distribute your estate according to your wishes. 

Testator/Testatrix: A man/woman making a will. 

Trustee: A person who is responsible for any part of your 
estate left in trust. 

Legal words or phrases made simple



Contact us

023 8079 8881
charity@uhs.nhs.uk
www.southamptonhospitalcharity.org 

Southampton Hospital Charity
Mailpoint 135
Southampton General Hospital 
Southampton
SO16 6YD

Charity registration number 1051543

Thank you for remembering us in your will and leaving 
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This document can be made available in 
spoken form and in other languages. 

Susan Jameson 

Actress and  patron of 
Southampton Hospital Charity

I’m pleased and honoured to be contributing to Southampton 
Hospital Charity’s legacy campaign. What better way to be 
remembered than by helping make sure friends and loved 
ones will get the best care if they need it in the future?

You may wish for the charity to decide where your gift is used. 
This gives the most flexibility, enabling the funds to be spent 
where they are most needed. However, if one area of medicine 
feels more important to you, we will make sure that’s where 
your legacy goes. We promise all gifts will be put to the very 
best use, for the good of so many local people.

We would welcome any amount you could spare - as much 
or as little as you wish. Everyone can leave a footprint in the 
future. Perhaps the ultimate gift, a lasting legacy that will make 
a big, big difference. Please help if you can. Thank you.

Sue Jameson


