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PIAM BROWN NEWS

Welcome to the Piam Brown newsletter where we try to share our 
gratitude to those who support our families as well as letting you 
know what is happening on the ward.

The last six months have been busy, full of 
chocolate and a variety of events.  Easter 
brought so many eggs onto the ward we were 
able to give an Easter egg to every patient 
and sibling who visited the ward over the 
Easter period.  Easter craft was enjoyed in the 
playroom as well, sincere thanks to the many 
generous donations from our supporters: in 
particular Applemore College, Cooperative 
Funeral Care, Hannah’s Appeal, Orchard 
Juniors, Reeds business support, 
Wallenius Wilhelmsen Logistics, 
Woodlands Early Roots Nursery, and 
Zurich.  

Our Projects
We had hoped to see the ward kitchens upgraded this summer but sadly this had to be put on 
hold due to a combination of factors.  We are however about to install new cooker hobs which 
will make a big difference for the mean time.  We will keep you informed as to the progress of the 
upgrade.

Bead Group - Our play team and psychologists have recently set up a new Bead Group which 
meet every Wednesday to further enhance the experience of Beads of Courage.  This scheme 
has been successfully running since October 2013.  This inspirational 
scheme not only acts as a motivational tool, but also provides a means of 
expression of their journey through the string of hand made beads.  Claire, 
Michaela, and Amy work with the children encouraging them to express to 
others what their beads mean to them as well as the chance to make their 
own bead.

Our Easter party was put on with grateful 
thanks to Yvonne at Bitterne Park Co-op, 
who supplied all our refreshments for the 
afternoon.



Recent outings and events…

Thomas the Tank Engine
The Easter break and the summer holidays 
gave our families the opportunity to spend 
a ‘Day Out With Thomas and Friends’ on 
the Mid Hants Railway Watercress Line, 
generously sponsored by the Watercress 

Line themselves, a special thanks 
to Sue Clements the organiser. 

Families took picnics and 
enjoyed rides on Thomas, meeting the Fat 
Controller and other well known characters, 
providing a welcome break away from treatment.  

Fire Engine Trip
The Wessex Cancer Trust support our 
families in many ways, but the annual fire 
engine trip must be one of the most anticipated 
trips of the year.  One Saturday in late April saw 
around 20 vintage Fire and rescue vehicles 
meet our families at St Mary’s stadium and 
carry them with sirens blaring to Paulton’s 
Park.  After a fun filled few hours the families 
were once again transported to Romsey 
Fire Station for the most amazing tea party 
with entertainment.  Towards the end of the 
afternoon our joint Spring Raffle was drawn, 
which raised over £2600 for PB and WCT.  
The families returned home at the end of an 
exhausting day smiling from ear to ear. 

Circus Starr 
Every year this super group bring a big top 
experience to disadvantaged, disabled and 
vulnerable children. This superb show was 
enjoyed by 9 of our families, the giant ball 
walkers were a highlight! 



Football Season begins again
Many of our patients are avid football fans and it is 
with great pleasure that we are able to provide 
three pairs of tickets for each Saints premier league 
home game through the season.  With most 
grateful thanks to Wessex Cancer Trust and U 
Support for donating two pairs.  The PB fund 
supplies the third pair.

Shrek The Musical
We were able to delight 20 families with the 
superb production of Shrek at The Mayflower 
with very grateful thanks to both Lucy’s Days 
Out and Sophie’s Appeal. The sets, costumes 
and characterisation were fabulous and all 
enjoyed the show very much indeed.

 

Joe Glover Trust
On occasion, last minute opportunities are given to 
our families. An amazing dinosaur exhibition came 
to Southampton in June.  Supporters of the Joe 
Glover Trust gave a last minute family ticket, which 
made Charlie’s day!

The JGT were keen to offer trips for the older 
children, so organised two very special day 
trips, one to Calshot Activity Centre and one 
to Chessington world of adventure.  Both were 
hugely successful and brought great pleasure to 
the families who attended.



Trips and holidays
Our post treatment patients have the 
opportunity to have a holiday with their 
contemporaries thanks to the Caring Cancer 
Trust and the Ellen MacArthur Cancer 
Trust.  This year we sent 12, over 8 year 
olds on a 4 day sailing holiday on the Isle 
of Wight.  We also sent a number of our 
over 11 year olds on skiing in the French 
Alps, on a “Go Create” trip in Jersey and a 
multi activity trip in France.  These wonderful 
trips are designed to rebuild confidence 
in our young people after their treatment 
experiences as well as making friends.

Avon Tyrrell
Our teenagers 
had a ball at 
Avon Tyrrell, 
the activity 
weekend 
designed as 
a confidence 
booster for 
our 11 – 17 
year olds.  This 
multi-activity 
weekend creates 
a safe environment to 
challenge our young people, away from parental 
constraints surrounded by PB staff.  They can 
achieve what felt like the unachievable and 
return home with new confidence and vigour 
having enjoyed the many activities laid on.  We 
were thrilled to receive a donation of 3 Lumix 
cameras from Panasonic and Purewell for the 
trip, which enabled us to capture and share the 
joy and achievement of each young person as 
they conquered their fears, made friends and 
had fun.

Starlights Popham Escape Day
Starlight host this adrenaline filled day at Popham airfield, 
where our families were driven round the 
circuit in a Ferrari and on a Harley 
Davidson amongst other vehicles. 
They took a trip in a helicopter 
and small plane, had their faces 
painted, and were given a super 
picnic lunch. What a great day!



Hannah’s Holiday Homes
Pam is an amazing lady as is her team.  Her positivity exudes from her 
each time she visits the ward.  Pam set up Hannah’s Holiday Homes 
after losing her daughter in 2004 and has supported PB families in so 
many ways ever since, with Easter eggs, Christmas presents and of 
course family holidays.

Pam was keen that all our families were aware of the holidays and said: 

“Since we set up in 2008 - through referrals and contact from Piam 
Brown - we have offered over 300 Piam Brown families a wonderful 
family break away at one of our holiday homes.  

Although our support/donation is in holidays rather than tickets or a 
cash donation it would be lovely for our supporters and others to see 
and be aware of what we can offer them. 

Each break we offer costs us between £300-350 which to date has amounted to a whapping 
£90,000.  We are just so pleased to be able to help so many families in need of a wonderful 
quality break away.

We have three homes to offer, one in Oakdene Forest Park, Ringwood, one in Parkdene, Hayling 
Island and the third in Shorefield Holiday Park, Milford on Sea.  Half way through the season we 
already had 42 Piam Brown Families booked in.”

Please do have a look at their website www.hannahsappeal.org Pam would be delighted to 
hear from you.

Princess Caroline Party on the Water
What a treat for 18 families, as we were hosted by Jay and Andi 
of the Princess Caroline for a mini cruise around the Solent with 
a “Frozen” theme.  The children were entertained by none other 
than Elsa herself (Rhian) and the tea was exceptional.  Huge 
thanks to Tina from the Dave Wellman Cancer Trust and her 
family for sponsoring this really superb event.



 

 

 
 

Jess Davies and her team from 

South Downs College raised 

over £600 from a music gig which 

they organised as part of their 

course assessment.

Mum was 
brimming 
over with 
pride as Alfi e 
presented 
£165 from a 
sponsored run 
he organised 
all by himself.

The National Citizenship Service 

have been raising funds and contributing 

to PB through the Summer break.  

Several groups have chosen to support 

us.  The Brockenhurst NCS group held 

a fundraising day in June and managed 

to raise enough from their sponsored 

cycle to buy lots of games, toys and 

pampering items as well as 

making a significant financial 

contribution.

Cyclecinno supported Lexi Hopkin through their cycling event and raised a tremendous £1750 for PB.  Here is a photo of Lexi and her family proudly presenting the cheque to the ward.

A team of 7 from 
Helistrat took part in 
the Adidas 24 hour 
endurance race, taking 
thousands of strides to 
raise over a thousand 
pounds for Piam 
Brown Ward. The 

team ran 230km over 

the 24 hour period without stopping which 

was amazing event but very tough!  The 

Lakeside Head Office dressed in sports 

related fancy dress, baked cakes, entered 

competitions and ran a raffle.  Helistrat 

raised £1083.

Stepping Stones Nursery 

raised a fabulous £1612 

in support of Alfie Butler.  

Alfie’s aunt also organised 

a sponsored bike ride and 

raised over £2000.

It is always such a pleasure to meet past patients.  Becca surprised many familiar nurses when she presented a cheque for £283.75 raised with her fellow college students in their enterprise project.

Our supporters
Every donation makes a huge difference on our ward, no matter how big or 
small.  Grateful thanks go to all our contributors.   



 

 

 

The directors of Paulton’s Park continue 
to support our families at an astonishing 
level.  Not only do they provide entry tickets 
for the season, but have also contributed 
£2000 specifically for our planned kitchen 
refurbishment.  We continue to be extremely 
grateful for their generosity.

                      We are all so grateful for all of our supporters. 

Fordingbridge community have rallied their 

support this season. The Fordingbridge 

Rugby Football Club Minis had great fun 

selling cakes on match days and made a 

tremendous £1000 in support of Dan West 

and Fordingbridge Juniors presented an 

amazing £4285 in support of Dan.

 

The Ride Against Cancer group 

continue to support PB families 

by putting themselves through 

challenging rides, this year they 

returned to Wales to conquer the 

dreaded Sarn Helen Trail.  Their 

efforts raised an amazing £8500.

Our very own 
Amelia Caley ran 
a cuppa and cake 

afternoon and 
raised a staggering 
£667.  They must 

have been delicious 
cakes!

The director of Zuko 
Sports, Joe Maxwell, 
fulfilled a life ambition to 
run a charity event, which 
he did in great style as 
well as donating £1613.

We were delighted to be presented 
with a cheque for £1000 from the 
Wimpson Old Boys Scooter Club 
based at The Saints pub in Millbrook.  

Grateful thanks to Eugene, Paul, Dean 

and of course Beryl for organising the 

fundraising.

A super group of lads presented PB with 

£658 from a 12 hour football match they 

organised in support of their friend Rian.  The 

three lads played continually for 12 hours 

with other players who swapped in and out.

Past PB patient Jack braved himself for a sky dive as he wanted to “give back” to PB. ”It really was the best thing I have ever done! I had never been so scared and excited so much in my life. The feeling really is indescribable!” 



Rachel Funnell, Charity Fund and Event Coordinator,
Piam Brown Ward, Mail Point 39, Southampton General Hospital,

Tremona Road, Southampton, SO16 6YD
Direct line: 023 8120 6894 

Email rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.uk

Have we got your email address?  Please email with any thoughts about
the newsletter or ideas for events in your area to rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.co.uk.

We are keen to enable equal access to trips, so please give us your ideas.
Priority is given to those currently on treatment.

Please ensure that you have given permission to be contacted for events,
email Rachel on rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.uk. 

Email rachel.funnell@uhs.nhs.uk

Our Projects

Dates for the diary
Saturday 24 October STOMP at the Mayflower

Sponsored by The Joe Glover Trust

Friday 30 October  Halloween party on PB

Saturday 5 December  Cinderella
performed at the hospital by Bigmouth Theatre

Sunday 6 December  VW Santa Run at the hospital

Sunday 6 December  PB children’s Christmas Party at 
The Concorde Club

Friday 11 December  Teens Christmas Outing

Wed 16 December  Marwell Christmas Experience

Monday 21 December + Aladdin at The Mayflower
Tuesday 22 December Sponsored by Sophie’s Appeal

Wed 30 December  Aladdin at The Mayflower 
Sponsored by Lucy’s Days Out

New links 
We are delighted to be able to offer our Isle of Wight and Channel Islands days out closer to 
home from now on.  We have successfully made links with the Isle of Wight Zoo and Monkey 
Haven; the Durrell Wildlife Park and to a limited extent Amaizin Adventure Park on Jersey.  
If these are local to you and you would appreciate a day out please do let Rachel know.

We have also made new links with Farmer Palmer’s Farm Park and Milestones Museum 
both of which we can offer to families as an outing.




